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REQUEST OF TAVISTOCK SQUARE CLINIC

The Tavistock Square Clinic of London has presented a request for
aid in maintenence of & center for the advancement of treatment, graduates
education, and research in the field of minor mental and functional nervous
disorders., Ald requested is for a 5-year period leeding towerds eventual
endowment of the graduate education and reseerch features of the plen.

The amount esked for is sbout $35,000 a year for five years as
maintenance, and $500,000 for endowment at the end of that time if in
review of the wak of the clinic the RF comnsiders such = gift favorsbly.

The Tavistock Square Clinie is under the direotion of Dr. H.
Crichton-Miller, Dr. J. R. Reeg, end Lr. H.B. Brackenbury. At present a
voluntery privete organization doing s considerable amount of treatment
and teaching in the field of minor mental disorders, the research fecili-
ties gnd saotivities are distinotly subordinated to the teaching of sreaduate
students and to treetment., It hes no university status and relatively few
of its teachers possess such higher qualifications as the M.R.C.S5. or
F.R.C.P,, commonly required of staff members of the teaching hoepitals in
London, Research work by ite staff members has been up to the present
time almost insignificent, and it asppears that the education of the medi-
cal profession in England in the diagnosis end treatment of minor mentel
end func’ional nervous diseases has been the main objective up to the
present. Plens for the future include improved facilities for treatment
and resesrch and a marked expansion in instruotion for graduates in medi-

cine. The research program inoludes "clesrer clinical definition of dis-
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ordera studied, physiccl and psychological testing of wvurilous methods of
treatment, correlation of data on verious types of mind and body with ef-
fects of various forms of troeatment, specific tests of effecctiveness of
verious forms of medical psychology in decreasin-: sieck leave, inefficlency
and other losses in industry,”

The chief financial support of the clinic is from private dona-
tions (about 52%), treatment fees (mbout 36%), lecture fees (8j%). In
1929-30 expenses of operation toteled sbout $17,000 annually (sbout 56%
in seleries of directors and physiciens, 13% edministration charges, 2%
laboratory) .

The aid of the Rockefeller Foundetion is asked towsrds an
eventual development requiring $1,515,000 and comprising s central build-
ing $400,000, e hostel %65,000, homes for maladjusted children $200,000, =
fellowship fund $350,000, end endowment (from RF) $500,000.

The immediate or eventual nssurance of the Tavistook Squure Clinie
being able to meet RF endowment with any oconsiderable measure of local sup-
port is not clearly defined. The assets on March 31, 1930, were about
35,000 plus sbout the same amount in a special extension fund. There is
no rcvenu¢ from local or nationel government, Consequently the future
depends in large measure on private donations, and increases in the sum
received from patients,

Arguments in favor of the RI" making the requested grant may be
considered to be as follows:

1) Investization end tesching in the field of mincr mentel end functional

nervous disorders are of much importance and promise in England as
o6lsewhere,

2) The steff end advisory board contain several English medioal authorities
capeble ® judge the soundness and need of the projected development,
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3) Growth snd present activity of the clinic indicate an apprsciation of
services rendered. There are about 900 patients annually and 300 on
the waiting list., Training has been provided since the beginning
(1920) for 51 sraduate physicians,

4) Present and proposed location is favoreble to the services offered by
the clinic,

5) "Project is one which does not lend itself to popular appeal”.

6) "Prestige of a grent from the Rockefeller Foundation will be of great
2ld in influencing the action of wealthy snd intsllligent persons in
“ngland”.

Ageinst favoring at the present time the grant of aid requested
ere:

a) We do not possess adequate informetion on the status of efforts in the
field of nenrology and psychiatry in Great Britain at the present time,
and the ciramshences are repidly changing,

b) There is reasson to believe that the type of service rendered by the
Tevistook Square Clinic previously forbidden to Local Authorities
(city administrations) but now permitted by & new law, is being orgenized by
the London County Council, Consequently action by the RF might merely
compete with government agenoies supported by taxation in a larger and
surer way than is possible for the Tavistock Squere Clinie, No deci-
sion should be teken until this possibility is thoroughly explored.

c) The Maudsley Hospital with university status, adequate gquarters, a wider
progrem, and organic relation to the outpatient clinics and asylums of
the London County Council may be in a better position for teeching and
rasearch work then the Tevlistock Squars Clinic.

d) When partial or restricted progrems are not necessary as the sole opportuni-
ty possible, it would be open to question whether deliberate cholce of an
organization limiting itself to minor mental disorders, as a center for
teaching and research work is advisable,

e) Local financial support of the building program seems at the present time
problematical, and a permanent endowment for an orgenization with only
the present faocilities of the Tavistock Squere Clinio would be unwiss.

Recommendetion

It is recommended that a decision be postponed until further
knowledge can be obtained regarding the plans of the London County Council,
and that a declination of the request of the Tavistock Square Clinio is
probably in order.

AG:GB AG



